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Foreword

The Global Feminist Pitch strives to create opportunities for young feminists
and to make feminist movements from countries of the Global South visible.
In 2023, we collaborated with seven incredible feminist illustrators from Bra-
zil, Iran, India, Georgia, Pakistan, Turkiye, and Kenya on the creation of seven
graphic novels that portray stories of feminists, feminist movements, and sig-
nificant feminist moments from their regions. These graphic novels are evi-
dence of the continuing streams of feminist resistance and resilience in diverse
global contexts.

Feminism in Pictures includes stories, such as that of Sonia Guajajara, who is
an Indigenous activist, environmentalist, politician, and Brazil’s first Minister of
Indigenous Peoples. It contains personal reflections on feminism, disability, and
disability justice in India. It explores the significance of the Istanbul Conven-
tion on gender-based violence and the repercussions on women after Turkiye’s
withdrawal. It highlights the transformative power of feminist movements
through the stories of the Women Life Freedom movement in Iran, which has
potential to become the first feminist revolution in the world, and the Aurat
March in Pakistan, which united women of all social backgrounds in the fight
for economic, environmental, and restorative justice, with a specific focus on
gender-based violence. It explores societal changes in Georgia in the 1990s and
the psychological effect it had on women. Finally, it documents symbolic spaces
of feminist activism and resistance such as the Uhuru Park, a space for feminist
protest significant to generations of feminists in Kenya.

We hope this book will provide a glimmer of optimism to all feminists who
dream and work towards an inclusive and just future. With that, we leave you to
enjoy the stories and the beautiful artwork.

Qa,m rﬁ'ox A= m

Jana Prosinger Merima Si$i¢
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Sonia Guajajara

by Hel6 D’Angelo



I never imagined
being a minister,

Inmy childhood,
I dier' t Know such a
thing even exrstcd

. of progress oF the sgstem
of the cities, and have alwa ys
been looked upon with that
b cruel discriminatory LooK,

But I krew that all the
Indigenous Peoples were on
the margins of everything...
- S

y S0 I have
always
\  Known..,

supposed to
doin this life: 4

SONIA GUATAJARA IS THE
To fight for FIRST INDIGENOUS MINISTER IN
recogrition and ALL OF BRAZIL'S HISTORY.
respect,

~ MINISTRY OF INDIGENOUS
PEOPLES...

Brazil spent

more than half a

century without -

direct Indigenous -
participation. iﬁfngém&,ts?

1T TOOK A LONG TIME, BECAUSE INDIGENOUS
HISTORY IN BRAZIL IS A STORY OF VIOLENCE.



" THERE ARE MORE THAN 305 INDIGENOUS GROUPS IN BRAZIL - AND AT LEAST °
114 ISOLATED ONES (WITHNO CONTACT WITH THE WORLD OUTSIDE THE TRIBE).

FTHEY ARE PRESENT IN ALL STATES OF BRAZIL &NOT '
JUST IN THE FORESTS, AS IS COMMONLY IMAGINED).

N Tenipafo-
r . ;

| THIS MEANS ABOUT
1,693,535 PEOPLE

AND MORE THAN 234 |
L LANGUAGESI*

%
U}

'BUT CULTURAL DIVERSITY ISNOT THE ONLY GREAT ASSET OF THESE PEOPLES: THEY ARE THE
MOST CONCERNED WITH THE PRESERVATION OF THE ENVIRONMENT AND 61 OBAL BIOPIVERSITY

— ety P e e e S
S - PRy

IN BRAZIL, FROM 430 T0 2010, LEGALLY RECOGNIZED O —
) INDIGENOUS LANDS REDUCED DEFORESTATIONBY 35/ ' "

B Z We are 5/ of the
- world's population,
but conserve 32y of
iLs biodiversit 4. &1y our villages there
Y isclean watgr, healthy, ¢ Wehungersé:ang that
unpoisoned food, and ikt { ;‘F t_‘f“" Sone
forests, which bring rain artectsall.
and pure air,

EVEN SO CURRENTLY ONLY 3/ OF wISTORICALLY, OUR INDIGENOUS PEOPLES HAVE BEEN
THE NATIONAL TERRITORY IS LEGALL Y “ryRe aTENED BY THE AGRIBUSINESS, AND BY MINING
\PEMARCATED AS TNDTGENOUS LANDS***  a\p TIMBER SECTORS, WHICH ARE VERY STRONG, BOTH

POLITICALLY AND ECONOMICALLY, IN BRAZIL,
N/ AN ~ AdBSS T THEY HOLD THE
O\ MAJORITY OF SEATS

(THEREAREONLY . = - W N R

:}sr:lz éNIDI?%Q_OUS - Gy (N 0
LAWS INTOTAL) AND USE THIS INFLUENCE TO FUEL THE o e

WAR AGAINST THE NATIVE POPULATIONS 8

This is absurd, since we
were actually here First; ¥ For us, morey s not the
some anthropologists point.  most important thing. To be
to more than 12.000 richis to be Free within
years ago. ~one's own territory,
Not to own gold,

o

*ACCORPING TO THE 2023 CENSUS
*x INITED NATIONS
*xx FUNAL



MAYBE THE WORD *CONFLICT" 6IVES THE IDEA THAT THIS FIGHT IS BALANCED.

BUT REALITY IS CLOSER TO A MASSACRE, INTENSIFIED  Jf
AFTER THE GOVERNMENTS OF MICHEL TEMER (2016-2013) #}

Americars decimated their
Indigenous Peoples Long ago. Indigenous
We were rot so competent. S People are Like

animals in a zoo., There are too

- THE ONLY PRESIDENT IN THE . Ind
COUNTRY'S RECENT HISTORY WHO DID haay la”n agf""“s
NOT MAKE NEW DEMARCATIONS, S :

IN 2024, THERE WERE 176
REGISTERED VIOLENT DEATHS
| AMONGST INDI6

L.

ARECENT, SAD EXAMPLE IS THE YANOMAMI PEOPLE.
WITHOUT GOVERNMENT AID, L AND INVASIONS AND VIOLENT
ENCOUNTERS WITHMINERS BECAME FREQUENT,

WHICH CAUSED THE YANOMAMI TO LOSE
THEIR ACCESS TO CLEAN WATER AND TO THEIR
ANCESTRAL PLANTING AND HUNTING GROUNDS.,

D2 FR0M 2049 T0 2023, AT LEAST 530 TANOMAMI
DIED OF MALNUTRITION, PNEUMONTA, AND MERCURY
POLSONING. 35 OF THEM WERE CHILDREN.**

AND 305 CASES OF LAND TNVASIONS |
THREE TIMES MORE THAN 20438, WHEN
BOLSONARO BEGAN HIS TERM*.

* DATA; CONGELHO INDIGENIST A MISSIONIRIO (CIMI

F NON-INDIGENOUS ALLIES
- |IKE BRAZIL IAN INDIGENIST
BRUNO PEREIRA AND BRITISH

)

our peoples. |

JOURNALLST DOMPHILLIPS || ERENVRITAN
JECANEVICTIS. Selleerod

** DATA: MINLSTRY OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

IN 2022 DURING A BOAT  anircostitutional legal 4

TRIP THROUGH THE VALE DO
JAVART, IN THE AMAZON,




IT IS IN THIS CONTEXT THAT SONIA WAS CHOSEN AS OUR FIRST MINISTER OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES,

I never stop, I'm always

doing something. I always

| sayas a joke that resting
makes me tired,

RAUATEDIN
LITeRATRE ST |

| VUL LY FIRSTIMIGENOUS
WORKED AS A \\ 0 W PERSON ELECTEDASA

TEACHER FOR MANY YEARS /| | " ) | CONGRESSWOMAN BY THE

BEFORE ENTERING THE | o e B STATE OF SAOPAULO

LTKES P\EADING, émr 8 - Qi DY) INFLUENTIAL PEOPLE IN

LisTeNING TOLIVELY WA TTT R ST THE WORLD ACCORDING

MUSIC, TALKING AND ). YA TOTIMEMAGAZINE
HAVING PARTIES |

SIEBTMTALL W &= T2E Sl

(BUT IT LOOKS LIKE 10/ \|F FIRST INDIGENOUS

SEISMUCHTALLER) // | | PERSON TORUN AS VICE-
JE . R \B  RRESIDENT INBRAZIL



F SONIA BONE DE SOUSA SI|LVA SANTOS

TS KNOWN A5 SONTA GUATATAR Sl 1S S50 ous )™

N THERE ARE
== ROUGHL Y 1.2.000
. - GUAJAJARA

= INHABITANTS...

. " BECAUSE OF HER PEOPLE: THE
— "~ GUAJAJTARA / TENETEHARA

.LIVING IN THE ARARTBOIA
INPIGENOUS LAND, IN MARANHAO,
A STATE LOCATED IN THE
NORTHEAST OF BRAZIL.

i’ I was born onMarch 6,
¢ t 1934, in the village of
Campo Formoso. It is ver
close to Arariboia, but no
exactly inside it,

is an area where
Indigenous People married = -
Indigenous folKs.... -
.Like my Father and mother: & =
_. a ' Becausetobe
Agostinho | literate is to know
Arruda, non- ) . how to differentiate
' ~ the letters...

\

Darly Bone,

\J I;« nh / S T e
 Bva - ile ignorance is the
My parents are illiterate, __ inability to recogrize the true
but were rever ignorant., values of life. And that they — .
\ asaw| AV have always Known,




AS A CHILD, SONIA HELPED HER
FAMILY WORK THE FIELDS...

W

" SHE REMEMBERS DEARLY SOME
TRADITIONAL GUATATARA EVENTS S

= '\

o

8y, E ESPECIALLY
= THE "FESTA DA
4 MENINA MOGA"

Z . ADENJOYED
SWIMMING AND PLAYING

& S I THE STREAVS AP =\ i
& o® “—  RIVERS AROUND HER - AYEARLY FESTIVAL WHICHMARKS THE
N - VILLAGE. " ENTERING OF GIRLS INTO WOMANHOOD.
SHE ALSO LOVED T e AT AGE 10, SHE WENT TO ..THEN RETURNED TO

" STUDY IN ANOTHER STATE,
MINAS GERALS, WITH THE
HELP OF FUNAI*..,

MARANHAO, IN 1991, AND
GRADUATED IN LITERATURE,
THE ONLY COURSE CLOSER TO
HER ACADEMIC INTERESTS.

READING NOVELS:

2 LATER, SHE WORKED AS A
b S A TV NATINAL TWIGENUS FOUDATION TEACHER FOR A FEW YEARS,

HOWEVER, SONIA'S IDENTITY AS AN INDIGENOUS
WOMAN WAS ALWAYS PRESENT IN HER EXPERIENCE.

Is Your tribe

civilized? This is not your
: place, go back
to the jungle.

Wowl An ¥
Indianlll Is she

e

% 3“\’“83?! y I always knew of my
| origins and of who I an,
an Indigenous woman,

/

Are Eou rf’zuﬂ  And 5o, T began to realize
capa le of doing _ how important it is toreally
this work? = jointhe political Fight for

our rights.



IN 2000 SHE TOOK PART IN HER FIRST NATIONAL INDIGENOUS CONFERENCE:

There, I met other I heard all
Indigenous People, andcame  § these other
to a better understanding of stories,
the struggle for land,

ond understood
that I needed to do
something, that I
needed to help.

£L0083: SPOKE FOR

003 ELECTED W (4, v,y
GENERAL COORDINATOR | s THE FIRST TIME IO 17 th6rc i o
OF THE COORDINATION OF " o INTHE UNHUMAN b biodiversity,
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES” (. i S AR e

vl = §89 humanity.

ORGANIZATIONS OF
MARANHAO N

2003 BEGANHER W™ \\p TRAVELLED

YEARLY PARTICIPATION | s\ THROUGH MORE THAN
AT THE CONFERENCE 7 ' . 30 COUNTRIES,
OF THEPARTIES.. |, -9 “upgm
ﬁ‘:i:_i:fi(/ .—{“ N .. H
N &
'g |l & .;. .. # /| ryll
"L 043; BECAME THE FIRST 2019; HELPED : RACKINRRD

Szl NATIONAL I\DTGENOY
BA WOMEN'S MARCH

A

N
{ f =N

" 2020: CO-FOUNDED THE

A =1 o

R A/ N A AL WA

. Aj&ﬁ 2024 LEDTHE ANTT- ot TNDICENOUS WOMEN
%) coVID STRATEGIES AT THE

GUILHERME =3\
BOULOS RAN AS
RESIDENT

RS &

.

BRAZILIAN INDIGENOUS 203; CHOSEN AS

PEOPLES' ARTICULATION
A | THE FIRST MINISTER OF
L0LL: ELECTED \ INDIGENOUS PEOPLES A%

AS CONGRESSWOMAN

PRESIDEN
LULA




Sy =
It is though to )\/ ALY
be a minister, / SN LAY f

\ Before, I brouéht \
the problems tobe | §
Ny, dealthwith.. G4}
Gl ov, Lhae o
[N deal with them

\ \ © ' ¥
-

I wanted to give
up so many times.

b But I camot., { ; ..

I hope I canmotivate §
other Indigenous girls, §
who live in the villages,

J 1always understood
/| it asamears toreach

justice and historical
By reparation.

. want to

who cannot yet see a y .
different reality, show them ~ Show them how
— » thatl LS important itis for ¥
possible.  thom to engage in the
B Indigenous movement,
in our collective

. struggles.

% If you fight

indiviually, you _
W will hardly

a, . succeed,

-

oy e
"

¢ And this fight ”w‘f';;;w
b ¢ must include ALL w2,
of us,not only g ity

Indigenous W W
- Ty
R, Peoples. 4xea. e

¥ oS,
Lih

2 That's the onl
e way we will aﬂ 3
Y succeed,

/—"\_‘/\““‘m\
"-\..4—-\\_/"""\

—— \.\




e DU Mz /N y ,
i vl ‘»‘\ A’,

LAWA
B

~_ |

WOMEN

< 3 LIFE 2.
) FREEDOM



Women Life
Freedom:

Iranian Women’s Resilience Story

by Roshi Rouzbehani



In September 2022, protests erupted throughout Iran after the tragic death of Mahsa (Jina) Amini
while in the custody of the morality police for not wearing a proper hijab. These protests quickly
transformed into a widespread uprising against the political system's gender apartheid, marking
the beginning of Iran's first feminist revolution: The Women, Life, Freedom revolution.

Present day

A gathering of Iranian feminists is taking place at Mina's home to commemorate and honor the

Women, Life, Freedom movement.

In this room, we carry Iran.
Our different backgrounds show
how widespread our fight is.

Can we really know when this movement began?
Maybe even before Mahsa's death.

Our differences make us strong.
Our shared stories represent unity.

ﬂ-\\ <

To remain strong and united,
we must remember the difficult
journey we’ve come through.

In July 2022, Sepideh Rashno's
arrest followed a video of her being
harassed on a bus for not wearing a hijab.

She later appeared on state TV wearing a
headscarf to apologize. Iranians expressed
anger and concern over her forced confession.




Maybe it all began
even earlier, with Vida
Movahed's brave act?

In 2017, Vida mounted a
utility box on Enghelab
(Revolution) Street and

raised her scarf

on a stick to defy
mandatory hijab.

It was Niloofar Hamedi's Twitter photo of
Mahsa's family embracing at the hospital
that broke the news of her death.

Wiloofar Hamed:
@Niloofarlamadi

No one could do anything. The black dress
of mourning has become our national flag.

Yes, they chanted "Women, Life Ry
Freedom' and it became our

Perhaps it began even
earlier with Homa Darabi's
1994 political self-immolation |

Ah, yes. Maybe Homa's
act ignited our rebellion.

But When Mahsa died, it was a powerful wakeup call for
each and every one of us.

Everyone was absolutely shocked that just
showing a few strands of hair could actually
get someone killed!

Yes, her death shook the
nation, evolving from a

women's rights outcry to
a revolutionary call for
regime change.

And she's still imprisoned simply for doing
her job as a journalist.

Niloofar was the first to report Mahsa was on
life support in a Tehran hospital. Since then, she
and Elahe Mohammadi, who covered Mahsa's
funeral, are held in Evin prison. They are now
Iranian’s national heros.

Women!
Life!
Freedom!

Jina., dear!
You will wot die .

Your nowe, oil\

Turn info o sju\no\ -




Spreading rapidly, the slogan 'Women, Life, Freedom' appeared as graffiti on walls and circulated
widely through social media in various languages spoken across the country. It defined the

women-led uprising, with women at the forefront of the protests, igniting their nationwide fight
against gender discrimination.

!

Jiyan, Azadi (Women, Life, Freedom)
dish root should not be forgotten.

Don’t be afraid,

Women! Life! we are united!

Freedom!

Protesters utilized social media to unite, \ Baloch women in the southeast, facingeve
voice their demands, and show courage and anger. greater risks, bravely joined the protests.

Heading to the streets
with friends, voicing our
demands. For
#iahsaAmini &
#womenlifeFreedom




The energy and unity
displayed during the protests
were absolutely incredible.

In Iranian culture, women historically cut their hair
in mourning and anger. This act became a crucial
representation of the Women, Life, Freedom
revolution, and now stands as a powerful symbol
of the fight for liberty and equality worldwide.

Remember
when | defiantly
decided to cut my
hair?

That was brave!
You left the
security force in
shock!

Watching someone burn
their hijab in public...

it was a powerful symbol
of our resistance.

Absolutely, the burning headscarf as a
torchlight of our resistance!

But we must remember
that the protests were not just
about the mandatory hijab.

Right! They were a
response to years of oppression
and gender apartheid.

Women face bans in many
fields, such as sport events
and solo travel, and they
are valued half as men
under the law

We want an
end to all of
this!

We want gender equality, equal access to education, employment, and
participation in all social, political, and economic activities.

_—

We strive for equal opportunities for all
genders in the next generation.

%
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But what was the answer
to our peaceful protests?

Cruel lethal force!

Aida Rostami, a physician, was killed by
security forces for treating injured
protesters during the protests.

Nika Shakarami, 16, disappeared during
the protests, and her family learned of
her death ten days later.

Abolfazl, 17, skipped school to join
protests but never returned home.
He was fatally shot with a shotgun.

Khodanur, killed in the protests, became
a symbol of the movement
with his viral Balouchi dance.

8\
Ty
Ry %
-\ovﬁ #&"

Hasti, 7, tragically suffocated after belng
struck on the head by a tear gas canister.

Qi

Kian, 9, was fatally shot when authorities
fired at his family's car, seriously injuring
his father too.

ls

Ghazaleh Chalabi, a mountaineer, was
killed by a gunshot to the head during the
protests in northern Iran.

Sarina Esmailzadeh, 16, was killed by a
severe beating of the baton on the head
by the security forces.

Amir Ali,who was only 2 years old, was
killed after special forces opened fire at
the car carrying him and his family.




In addition to fatalities among protesters, security forces caused injuries to hundreds of individuals
through the use of live ammunition, metal pellets, and teargas.

Women at protests were targeted with shotgun
fire to faces, breasts, and genitals. Doctors noted

gender-specific injuries.

Protesters suffered devastating wounds from birdshot pellets fired at close

range by security forces. Viral photos showed individuals with numerous tiny
"shot" balls embedded deeply in their flesh.

When the internet was shut
down, it felt like our voices
were lost in a void!

They tried to quiet us, but we
found new ways to speak. Our roar
grew louder in the streets!

Defiant protesters spread messages on
scrap papers urging others to join the
movement, defying an online crackdown.

Also, people outside Iran
became the voice of our cause,
and our collective voices echoed

louder than ever before.

Global crowds rallied in major

cities to support Iran's protests

and denounce the crackdown on
demonstrations. Echoing the uprising
in Iran, they chanted "Women, life,
freedom!"

Limited or no internet access in Iran
made international support vital in
amplifying the messages of the Iranian
people and magnifying the impact of
their actions.

23>
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When the world stood with us)
it gave us hope that things
could change.

The,. -
Guard lalﬂ\eer@--‘.},\'

Rebell3n

How women
andgirlsare
facing down
Iran’s regime

&

The Iranian demonstrations
captured international focus,
and the protests received
widespread backing from the
global public.

Global solidarity energized us,
knowing millions stood by our side.

For several days, Iranian
women have been at the
forefront of media
attention, as their stories,
determination, and pivotal
role in shaping the
protests received
extensive coverage.

Many global feminist and
human rights groups
actively supported the
protests and advocated for
the rights of women and
all Iranians.

| CHANGE

When the internet was restored,
voices inside and outside Iran
were amplified through social
media using hashtags like
#MahsaAmini. This tag received
an astonishing hundred million
tweets in Persian and English,
resonating worldwide.

#MahsaAmini

: A
Y aol_Lugott 1

It was heartwarming to see, both
offline and online, people echoing
Iranian women's voice, firmly
saying 'NO' to body politicization
and opposing gender apartheid.




—--""
We said NO and moved beyond
the paralyzing stage of fear.

In Iran, there have been
multiple protest waves,
but this time the uprising
has persisted longer and
held greater significance.
This has sparked optimism
that people are nearing
their goal of freedom.

We must keep in mind that revolution
requires patience over time.

Right! We have achieved small
but important victories, and it's
important to celebrate each one,

WE ARE ALL
TOGETHER




They believed they could
entirely stop us, but we're still

Fight is not over, but change

has started. Many brave women now
walk veil-free in the streets. It was
unthinkable pre-September2022.

They might have slowed us
down temporarily, but they
underestimated the fire
within us.

Now, we know that many celebrities
are standing by our side.

Indeed! Like when
actor Taraneh Alidoosti unveiled on
social media, and Climber Elnaz Rekabi
ade history competing hijab-free.

We won't forget what Bahareh
Hedayat, a prominent political
activist, wrote in her letter from
Evin prison:

“Our nation requires the involvement of
all who see the present situation, to
rescue the future”.

And we continue
witnessing uplifting messages
on walls and banknotes, urging us
to hold onto hope and
stay resilient.

Also, people continue to use hashtags
on social media to share courage.

Iranians Die
but
will Not Be

Suppressed

#MahsaAmini

And we stand prepared for the forthcoming revolution's wave,
in solidarity with the brave and resilient women who remain imprisoned.

Among them: Elaheh Mohammadi (who covered Mahsa's funeral), Fatemeh Sepehri
and Sepideh Qolian, two well-known fearless political activists.

20
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The Story of Turkiye’s
Withdrawal from the
Istanbul Convention

Selen Sarikaya Eren




You Will Never
Walk Alone:

The Story of Turkiye’s Withdrawal

from the Istanbul Convention

by Selen Sarikaya Eren
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The Council of Europe Convention on Preventing Violence Against Women
and Domestic Violence, better known as the Istanbul Convention, was
opened for signature on May 11, 2011, in Istanbul. It was the result of
decades-long continuous efforts to prevent gender-based violence. Turkiye
was the first to ratify the Convention.

37 countries followed.

The Convention was the first in setting legally binding
standards for responding to the needs of victims and those
at risk. It provided:

The effectiveness of the Convention stems from its
definition of domestic violence as gender-based
violence. It states that the cause for domestic violence
is gender inequality, and not individuals. As such, the
Convention proposes policies that promote changes in
social and cultural life.

Before the Convention, Turkiye was
criticized by CEDAW due to shortcomings in
domestic violence regulations, as well as the
pervasiveness of patriarchal attitudes. It was
ranked 131st among 144 countries, in terms
of gender equality in 2017. In 2009, the
European Court of Human Rights ruled that
Turkiye failed to address domestic violence
as a form of gender-based discrimination in
the Opuz v. Turkey case.

However, the implementation of the
Convention and law 6284 was hardly
sufficient. The government relied on so-
called cultural, traditional, and religious
norms to deploy problematic policies
against gender equality, which was in
stark contradiction to the Convention’s
requirement to ensure that custom,
culture, and tradition were not
justifications for acts of violence.
Officials made controversial remarks
such as that the only career for a
woman should be womanhood.

scope of protection.

This landmark decision drove Turkiye to spend
significant efforts towards the Convention.
Government officials expressed pride in being
the first to sign and ratify the Convention. A
new law called 6284 was created based on
the Convention with the efforts of feminist
activists and organizations. It prioritized the
protection of women and broadened the




After the adaptation of 6284, state consultations with women’s organizations came to an end.
Women'’s organizations and feminists were increasingly demonized, excluded, and harassed.
Women’s marches, especially the Women’s Day March, were suppressed, while several NGOs
were closed.*

In June 2020, for the first time, President
Erdogan stated the possibility of withdrawing
from Turkiye's commitment to the
Convention. Previously, the Turkiye Thinking
Platform had presented the president with a
report that claimed the Istanbul Convention
damaged the institution of family and urged
for the withdrawal.

Bolded by the statement, several
conservative groups increased their criticism
of the Convention. Some framed the
Convention as a Western imperialistic
document that was trying to dismantle the
traditional structure of the family. Others
were against the concept of gender equality,
a concept they deemed was against religion.
The effectiveness of the Convention was
also questioned. ;

N
F”%M

LGBTQI+ individuals were targeted by
numerous political and religious figures who ;
claimed the Convention secretly aimed at
paving the way for homosexuality.

While the withdrawal from the Convention
was being discussed, 27 year old Pinar
Gultekin was murdered by her ex-boyfriend.
Pinar was one of the 300 femicide victims in
Turkiye in 2020.*" |

Femicides have been increasing in Turkiye
since the 2000s. =
In 2009, the murder of: high school studen
Munevver Karabulut shocked the Turkish .
public and led tora massive backlash. .
The We Will Stop Femicides Platform
established as a response.

*The Advocates for Human Rights
**We Will Stop Femicides Platform

Istanbul Convention was signed,
numbers kept increasing every year,

23




Although there were problems with | || o 6284 kept the state responsible
the implementation of the | {5 sreventing femicides and
Convention, its mere existence had domestic violence. It provided a
deterring effects on domesti mechanism to pressure the courts
violence. to conduct effective investigations
and prosecutions.

aving the Convention would only
embolden men to turn to violence.

There were protests for the 6284 to
be enforced effectively. However,
Turkiye went in the completely
opposite direction.

Despite the push from conservative
groups, there was little public
support for the withdrawal. In July
2020, #challengeaccepted, a

campaign to protest femicides,
turned into global support for the
Convention amidst the discussions.

International organizations and
institutions such as UN Women and the
European Council criticized the
withdrawal.

We reject
the withdrawal.

Istanbul
Convention is
fully in force

We urge
Turkiye

to reconsider.

| Devastating news
and a huge setback.

This is a pushback
against women'’s

Platform for Equality immediately.
came together and objected to the
decision.”

While various bar associationsl
declared that the withdrawal would
be against the law, women and
LGBTQI+ started protesting in more
than forty cities.

*Women for Women’s Human Rights - New Ways
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Since the Convention became
a target, feminist organizations
immediately put their effort into
educating the public: through
pamphlets, neighborhood
forums, and reading the
Convention’s articles aloud.

|In order to show their support for
lthe Convention and draw the

iCreative protests were_i
|organized: banners were hung in

iconic spots such as the Galata

Tower, bridges, and castles.

attention of the public, women
rode their bicycles in Istanbul.

| The Convention’s articles |
were widely shared on

social
#istanbulconventionsavesli
ves and #enforce6284.

media alongside

From being involved in the
creation of a law that would
enforce the Convention, to
informing the public when the
Convention was under attack and
inventing creative and colorful
protest strategies, women were
actively fighting for their human
rights.
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Many learned about the Convention when it got controversial.
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In July 2021, Turkiye officially withdrew from the Convention, regardless of the reactions and
demands from the public.

By that point, it had become clear that the process was unfolding unjustly. The protestors were in the
streets regardless.
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In July 2022, the last lawsuits against the withdrawal
decisions were rejected.

In the following two years, there have been more
than 600 femicides and 400 suspicious deaths.*

A-

Women’s movements always showed the greatesf} The withdrawal process ignited even more Despite the‘setbacks, women continue
resilience in Turkiye. fury, solidarity, and awareness. showing up for each other.

& And now, more of us know that we will never walk alone. -

*We Will Stop Femicides Platform 31
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A Soft Landing
Place:

Exploring Disability Justice in India

by Sonaksha
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et R "5 Years later, most of my
—_— days, like of many other
& v(“’\ disabled people, still center
i around my bed and a
bouquet of heating pads.
But now, we have somewhat
of a love story.
— ~—
: \ %
l <
/ \ k
N
A
bmermnatgtn et I P cauidn (] T e ——— kA A P
The first time I remember
feeling sad about being _—
sick was when I was 5.

];:l;imn:r:alniiztzz lgob;s 5 Ll Y Evgrgthing else Feels too
in class, eating lunch prickly “T‘d conle wher_\
with Criends, listening your body is screaming with

o SE opins vov pain and falling apart.

they call it an
invisible illness.
Maybe it's because,
for the rest of
your life you will
sit at doctors’

Or maybe it's
an invisible illness
because you're
expected to shrink
yourself to be

offices in front in the world:
of their doors, don't occupy any
pleading to just be spoce here.

seen and heard,
only to be told it's
not real.




For many years I didn't have the language to articulate my body, its crumbling, and the

way it Felt to stagger through the world.

I spent hours writing poems about feeling
isolated when my migraines wouldn’t leave.

I drew about staggering through the
world, depersonalized.

I cried about waking up with my face on
fire, and then felt embarrassed about not
having a good enough morning routine.

But thanks to endless internet deep dives
during pain flare ups, I came across so
many sick and disabled people - talking,
sharing, being, and crying together.




I didn’t know this then, but one thing Finding disability justice turned my most
Opened up lnto another and soon lt Celf llke erd dags tnto O bloo‘v“ng sumMmmer.

I'd found the map to a glorious garden.

And on days I was sinking, which were so
many - a soft landing place appeared.

A disability justice fFramework understands that: all bodies are
unique and essential; all bodies have strengths and needs that
must be met; we are powerful, not despite the complexities of

our bodies but because of them; all bodies are confided by
ability, race, gender, sexuality, class, nation state, religion, and
more, and we cannot separate them."*

Patty Berne, Sins Invalid, a disability justice-based
performances project



Many years before I'd found disability When I came to disability justice, I'd
justice, I'd stumbled into the feminist already realized the power of social
movement. And in many ways, it saved me. movements. The ways in which we

It was the first time I'd experienced the struggle, celebrate, hold each other and
power of solidarity, youth leadership, and through it all keep moving - together.
Collect'lve transformation. But it felt (lke But I was dreaming of more.

there were a few missing pieces.

Disabled people
are always made
to feel like they're
too much.

6rowing up, most of us
learn that disability is
sad and undesirable.

Disabled lives are seen as
something to overcome,
something we shouldn’t

want to be.

We rarely learn about our disabled elders and ancestors, and even if we do - it's under the
guise of cures and inspiration porn. But what we long to know about are the ways they've
paved the way with their generosity, ideas, and work towards the pursuit of creating
disabled futures.




While the disability rights movement has
done important and historical work in
advancing the rights of people with
disabilities, its framework does not include
various forms of oppression.

Like Patty Berne, the founder of Sins Invalid
says: ‘It centers people with mobility
impairments, marginalizing other forms of
impairment; and centers people who can
achieve rights and access through a legal
or rights-based framework.”*

*Disability Justice: A working draft by Patty Berne,
sinsinvalid.org
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In response to this, disabled activists of colour: Patty Berne, Mia Mingus, Stacey Milbern,
Leroy Moore, Eli Clare, and Sebastian Margaret began discussing a second wave of disability
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Principles of Disability Justice, sinsinvalid.org; Disability Liberated, |
Skin, Tooth and Bone: The Basis of Movement is Our People
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Finding the language of disability justice
was affirming in the ways it drew upon
legacies of resistance.

But I was aching to find something closer
to home. While the disability rights
movement in India has a rich history,

the disability justice movement is still in
its nascent stoges.

And so, the emergence of disability justice
on the path to liberation is crucial.

With a map to the glorious
garden in my hand, I wandered
through nooks, crannies, and
fragments of erased histories,
exploring sparks of the slow
and steady building of a
disability justice movement

in India. -

It celebrates the work largely done by
individuals within their own settings, but
also highlights the importance of the
leadership of queer and disabled people
of colour.

Discrimination and inequity cannot be
understood by a single axis of identity.

In India particularly, this also means
evaluating the way experiences are varied
ocross caste and class lines, in addition to
gender, sexuality, religion, race, and ability.




Shivangi Agrawal, a queer and disabled artist and activist, spoke about the way caregivers
or family members of people with disabilities occupy a lot of space and lead many
initiatives in the disability movement in Indio.

*That is not our voice,
and in fact so many
of us are abused by
our caregivers and
biological families.”

7::}3")

““‘ x“x x xxx x The reality, like Nidhi says, is that *We don't

consider that seeking consent from a
disabled woman is required ot all.”

Nidhi Goyal, a disabled feminist activist,
stand-up comic, and the founder of Rising
Flame articulates how safety includes
accessibility, and the ways in which gender,
violence and disability are intertwined.

“For many people, home is considered a
safe space, and so the violence that goes
on at home is either not recognized...or
there is no possibility of an exit."*

. *Ni;omto\r Video, Disability, Gender, Violence, .

x‘ x X“ x * x x x ‘. Hom City, The Third Eye Portal

There is no disability justice without access, but the shifts in how we understand and expand
this access are essential. Disabled feminist, writer, researcher, and educator Srinidhi
Raghavan, in her column for Firstpost said: *To a large extent, we find that non-disabled
people view the entirety of the disabled experience through the lens of dependence.”*

*Interdependence should be valued beyond disabled community, Srinidhi Raghavan, Firstpost




Every day we're told that our sick and
disabled bodies are a punishment to those
around us. We're seen as burdens, and so it's
not strange that so many of us internalize
these messages.

But I'm dreaming of a world where we're
able to cultivate interdependence as a
gentle yet Fierce response to this deeply
entrenched ableism.

As Mia Mingus says: ‘Interdependence moves
us oaway from the myth of

independence, and towards relationships
where we are all valued and have things

to offer”

And every time I've been in community
with other disabled and queer people,
I've witnessed the ways in which
interdependence is transformative.

Kim Fernandes, a disabled, queer In 2019, Rising Flame, a nonprofit based in
researcher, writer, and educator reflected India, launched ‘T Can Lead’, a first of its
on overlaps in the ways they think of kind national leadership program for
disability justice and feminism. women with disabilities in India.

S gy WL 172

‘It's also about
prioritizing access
in individual
interactions —
what does it mean
for people to show
up as their most
comfortable whole
selves, which
overlaps a lot with
how I understand
feminism in my
own life.”

[T e

There's something so powerful about spaces
built and led by and for disabled people.

Through the program, fellows articulated their positions on feminism and disability
Jjustice, received mentorship, increased visibility by publishing their writing and took
political action.

“The underlying thread through it all
was the feeling that we're not alone. I
knew that I could come back to this
community whenever I was ready, and
£ind the same connection.”*

O Aishwarya, I Can Lead Fellow

42*Finding Community by O Aishwarya, I Can Lead 2020, Rising Flame



Collective liberation that
leaves no one behind is built
on engaging with each other,
sharing responsibility, and
working together to meet
each other’s needs. It's about
pacing ourselves, but showing
up when and as we can,
sometimes with solutions,
and sometimes just to be
frustrated together.

Dr. Aiswarya Rao, public health consultant and founder of Better World Shelter for Women
with Disabilities, shared about going to church simply because it's a community space.

S N T s iyl S = -~

She further explains: *“When we go out of our way, and allow ourselves to be involved in
matters that affect those in the community, there is a certain amount of self-healing too.”*

*Blending Art, Friendship & Advocacy: A Conversation with Dr. Aiswarya Rao by Greeshma Kuthar, No Niin Issue 17
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Disability justice is expansive: for

Shivangi it looks like '
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Our Black Color 90s

by Salomeya Bauer
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I love the black color.
It has a special meaning
for me. To understand and
accept it, you have to be
a grown-up. Children
cannot understand it.

/
~
-
: =2/

MOM! MOM,
WHERE ARE YOU?Z?

/[
\}\ 8

G2
4

~

Public school

~A

MY MOM IS THE MOST
BEAUTIFUL WOMAN IN
THE WORLP!

(@) |
OMY MOM HAS
THE LONGEST,
MOST BEAUTIFUL
HAIR!

WOW! T WANT
TO SEE HER!

z

)
]

I PON'T REMEMBER,
SOMETHING BLACK.
AND NOW I CAN'T
RECOGNIZE HER.

N0, MY
MOM I8!

MY MOM HAS
SHORT HAIR
LIKE BOYS
AND T LIKE IT!

SURE! T WANT TO
SEE YOUR MOM TOO.
WHERE IS SHE?

PON’T WORRY,
SHE'S 60T TO BE
AROUNP HERE
SOMEWHERE!

WHAT IS SHE
WEARING TOPAY 2



The black color seemed to me to be
the particular choice of older
women. Since my childhood, I have
been seeing my grandmother in black
- all the time. It had been
t stored in my consciousness.

I did not know or understand a lot
of things. Thanks to my kin, life
was like a holiday for all the
children in our family. Therefore,
MY MOMMY the grandmother in black was not
LOVES associated with tragedy, but only
with her honorable status as the
PAISIES! eldest in the family.

I HoPE IT
wiLL BE I'LL WEAR IT
- WHEN I HAVE THE
RIGHT OCLASION,

MOMMY, WHY
AREN'T YOU
WEARING THE
SCARF I 6AaVE
Youz

HEN WILL
THAT BEZ

LOOK HOW BEAUTIFUL
YOU ARE IN YOUR
GRAPUATION PHOTO!

"THAT was A Few

I~ MONTHS BEFORE
I STOPPEP YOU - YOU WERE BORN.

FROM BEING A
POCTOR...

At the age of 16, after my father

died, I learned what mourning was.

NO, HONEY, No, No! My mother immersed herself in it,

THERE WERE A LOT heart and soul. But I was not

OF OTHER REASONS. allowed to wear it. All the older
women were against it. My mother,
my grandmother, my aunts — they all
said I was too young to mourn.
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In April 1989, a group of activists gathered in front of the Georgian
Parliament in Thilisi. They went on hunger strike and demanded that
the authorities prevent Abkhazia’s secession from Georgia. The
Soviet Union was falling apart and the nations were hungry for
freedom. Thousands of people came out to support the activists.
Among them were women and children, students, and pensioners.
The people were now demanding Georgia’s secession from the USSR.

| |
DOWN With
+he COMMUNISE
REGIME!

DOMN with 4 he
RUSSIAN
ROHEN £ MPIRE |

The authorities flooded the streets with a flammable mixture,
expecting that someone would throw a burning cigarette under their
feet and start a fire. But the protesters noticed this.

The authorities appealed to the Kremlin for help and called in the
Soviet army. On the night of April 9, soldiers violently dispersed the
crowd within 15 minutes. The military used chemical weapons and
beat unarmed protesters. 21 people were killed — mostly women.
They became victims of the struggle for the freedom and
independence of Georgia, while April 9 became carved into the
collective memory of Georgians.

In 1991, the leader of the protest, and later the first democratically
elected president of Georgia, Zviad Gamsakhurdia, organized a
referendum and Georgians decided to restore the constitution of
1918. Georgia gained its long-awaited independence, although it was
followed by a struggle for power, civil war, and famine. Criminal
gangs seized power. These dark times in Georgian history are
referred to as the times of the Mkhedrioni*.

(

ol

T oL\ \ \
I think that no one in Georgia can
unequivocally answer why almost
ﬁ everyone preferred black clothes in
the 90s. The black color carried \
information about the person wearing
it. Undoubtedly, the black color was
a symbol, a tribute, and a seal of
grief for the loss of loved ones. In
the 90s, a huge number of families
suffered irreparable losses.
M| | .y N
*The Mkhedrioni was a paramilitary group known for its high-profile involvement in the Georgian Civil War (1991 - 1993) and the War
in Abkhazia (1992 - 1993). The group's name means "horsemen" or "knights". Members of the Mkhedrioni took an oath to defend
Georgia, its people, and Church. The Mkhedrioni's members gained a reputation for being heavily armed thugs who engaged in violence
and intimidation. It has been outlawed since 1995.




However, black entered our lives for quite
different reasons and settled down for many

years. In the 90s,

crime and lawlessness

reigned in Georgia. The law and power

passed into the hands of gangs. They called )

themselves the Mkhedrioni. Shrouded in N PLEASE OPEN UP! MY
terror and mystery, they carried their “ FRIEND HAS A HEART
image with absolute confidence to the CONPITION. WE WERE

masses.

WAIT, PO YOU HEAR A
NOISE IN THE ENTRYWAYZ
THIS POESN'T SEEM TO BE

THE RIGHT APARTMENT.
LET'S HURRY BEFORE HE
GETS TOO FAR AwWAY!

TOLP YOU'RE A POCTOR,
ANP CAN HELP.

WHAT PO
YOU WANT?Z

YOU'RE TALKING ABOUT.
IT'S JUST ME AND MY
PAUGHTER HERE.

HEN WE'LL TAKE HER.
SHE'LL STAY WITH US
UNTIL HE SHOWS UP.

It was popular among teenagers to dream of becoming a
Mkhedrioni, despite the cruel, inhumane conditions of
initiation into the gang. Mkhedrioni wives were also
"chosen" and capable of anything, just 1like their
husbands.

The image of the members of the Mkhedrioni stood out.
Their black color was a menace, inspiring fear and danger
to any passerby.
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1 DIDN'T KNOW THEY ¢

WERE FROM MKHEPRIONI.
ONE OF THEM SAIP HIS
FRIEND WAS SICK ANP

SCARED?Z

~ANP YOU BELIEVED IT,
YOU FOOL. SO WHO WERE
THEY LOOKING FORZ,

€ PON'T HAVE ANY MAKHO
IN OUR BUILPING. COULP IT
BE KATO'S LOVER? SHE JUST
GOT BACK FROM TURKEY.

THAT'S RIGHT, I SAW HE

- YESTERDAY WITH SOME GUY.
SHE WAS ALL PRESSED UP

WHAT A PISGRACE! WHAT WILL
PEQPLE SAY?Z SHE PROBABLY
POESN'T CARE, THOUGH. IT'S

I WILL NOT JUPGE A WOMAN
FOR TRYING TO EARN MONEY
TO FEEP HER CHILPREN, ANP
I PON'T WANT TO HEAR THAT
KIND OF TALK IN MY HOUSE.

LIKE A TRAFFIC LIGHT. CAN
: YOU IMAGINE THATZ

OUR MEN ARE SAYING THE
RIGHT THING: “LONG LIVE
GEOQRGIAN WOMEN WHO HavE
NEVER TRAVELEP TO TURKEY”!

ALREAPY CLEAR WITH

PEOPLE LIKE HER.

I WONPER WHAT

KINP OF WOMEN

BRING UP SUCH
A MEN.

SHE'S CRAZY. WE'D
BETTER STAY AWAY
FROM HER.

THANKS FOR THE COFFEE,
WE SHOULP &0.

I did not notice when I
switched to black. Many
women preferred it for
practical reasons. When
you do not have water and
electricity at home, you
do not think about the
variety of your clothes.

I have always liked black.
But then, 30 years ago, it
was not about taste. I
felt more protected,
stronger, more confident
in black. Many women felt
this on a subconscious
level and that is why they
felt more comfortable in
black clothes, which were
appropriate in all
situations.




HONEY, WHY PIP YOU comMme
HOME FROM SCHOOL IN
THESE FLIP-FLOPSZ WHAT
HAPPENEP TO YOUR NewW
B00TS?

MOM, PLEASE PON'T BE
ANGRY, BUT NINO WAS VERY
COLD AND I SWITCHED
SHOES WITH HER.

& : | 2 | l‘l: \‘ i
In a movie, an elderly Italian woman,
when asked about the ceiling collapsing
in her apartment, said: "Everything
collapses, only the family is permanent."
That was my feeling in the 90s in
Georgia. We were united in many ways.
That is why we were able to live through
S these years.

’/A‘\‘\sz" We all mourned the loss of our loved ones

\ @~ together. The black color of the 90s is
for many people a symbol of the total
tragedy in the country, a symbol of hard
years, a symbol of preparation and
transition to a new life.

e
*Lyrics from *“Twist in My Sobriety” by Tanita Tikaram

al
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After a small protest on March 8, 2017,
calling for gender equality, some participants
and their families began receiving death
threats. To avoid being recognized, they had
to change their appearance for a while,
abandoning bright colors, again favoring black.
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Georgian schoolchildren have a
custom where they wear white
shirts on the last day of class
and write wishes and slogans

on them as a memento.
= |

A counter-protest by
a group of nationalists.
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WHERE'S
YOUR MOM?Z

—

HERE SHE IS, IN THE PINK 7
T-SHIRT, STANPING NEXT TO

YOUR MOM. BY THE WAY, YOUR

u'a,Z MOM LOOKS GREAT wrr'H HER
m 0 d -e/\-—ﬁ NEW HAIR COLOR!
kiteheg

N\

ANP YOUR MOM
REALLY LIKES PINK.
ANP ANY COLOR

BUT BLACK!

Rally in support of
women's rights and LGBTIQ+










Aurat March:

Snippets from Pakistan

by Kanza Naheed
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HEYYYY BEAUTIFUL.,

THIS 1S NO PLACE FOR. A GIR.L TO BE ALONE,,
COME WITHME TLL TAKE CARE OF YOU... HAHAHA

AYEEE!/! TURN AROUND/!I LET ME
TAKE YOUR PICTURE!!!

ab

NOOR. RUSHED HOME |




HER MOM AND SISTER. SHIZZA, WERE WATCHING THE NEWS, |

PAKISTAN HAS BEEN RANKED AS ONE OF THE TOP 40 UNSAFEST
COUNTRIES FOR WOMEN IN THE WORLD,,

UGH! SHE IS RIGHT! T WAS HARASSED
TWICE THIS WEEK!

1 TOLD YOUNOT TO STAY OUT LATE AT NIGHT.
WE CAN ONY CONTROL OUR OWN ACTIONS, |

NOT CHANGE THE SYSTEM., [

T JUST WANT
HER TO STAY
SAFE!

HOW 0O T MAKE
HER UNDERSTAND.,

S0 T SHOULD NEVER LEAVE THE HOUSE!?!
THIS 1S SO000 UNFAIRL TM SICK OF THIS
MAA/L UGH!!

a7



[prruruTED NooR G0Es ToHER ROOMI | | | HATE THE WAY THINGS ARE T WISH T [T OK NOOR. BREATHE..
/ \/ | | couw crree THEm

-

“\\//

SUPDENLY HER PHONE LIGHTS UP J

\\\//
/"\Q\/\

2249

WEONESDAY , 5 MARCH

EVENTS NEAR Y0U:
(B8] AURAT MARCH!

“WOMENS MARCH

FREEOOM FROM
CAPITALSTIC
‘ EXPLOITATION
ECoONOMIC
PROTECTION .
AGANST SEXUAL JUSTICE =
HARASSMENT
ENVIRONMENTAL el
JUSTICE WATER.
ACCOUNTABILITY T
AND RESTORATIVE | RIGHTS OF RELIGIOUS
JUSTICE AGANST PRCRIESE RATECTED
VIOLENCE
- MNGNTES : vammosusznsw -
SEXUAL HARASSMENT AND R
HARASSMENT ARE NOT

SLENCED OR INTIMIDATEQ

a8



AURAT MARCH WAS INITIATED IN 2018 BY AFEW WOMEN IN
KARACHI WHO PECIDED TO PROTEST AGAINST VIOLENCE AND
HARASSMENT AGAINST WOMEN IN CONTUNCTION WITH
INTERNATIONAL WOMENS DAY ON MARCH 8TH.

SEENG THE POSTS FOR MEET UP ON SOCIAL MEDIA, THE
WOMEN IN LAHORE AlSO STARTED TO MOBILISE LIKE-MINDED
WOMEN TO PARTICIPATE IN THE MARCH.

THE WORD AURAT’, MEANING "WOMAN N LIRDU,
WAS CONSCIOUSLY CHOSEN TO VERNACULARIZE
THE MOVEMENT LOCALLY AND TO MAKE IT
ACCESSIBLE TO WOMEN FROM ALL SECTIONS OF
SOCIETY.

EVEN THE MANIFESTOS EACH YEAR ARE PUBLISHED
INBOTH URDU AND ENGLISH.

AURAT MARCH (AM) RECENES CRITICISM FOR BEING A MOVEMENT BY THE PRIVILEGED WOMEN OF
PAKISTAN, BUT NOT MANY CRITICS ARE AWARE THAT THE AURAT MARCH ORGANISING TEAM CONNECTS WITH
WOMEN FROM ALL WALKS OF LIFE.

FOR INSTANCE, THE FISHNG COMMUNITIES IN SINDH, WOMEN IN VILLAGES, WOMEN FROM RELIGIOUS
MINORITIES, AND OF COURSE WITH WOMEN FROM AFFLUENT BACKGROUNDS, ENCOURAGING THEM TO
PARTICIPATE AND MOBILISE THER RESPECTIVE COMMUNITIES. WE CAN SEE THIS EFFORT REPRESENTED IN
HOW THE MOVEMENT HAS GROWN IN ONLY 6 YEARS,

2018 2023

THE FIRST YEAR OF THE AURAT IN ONLY 6 YEARS AURAT MARCH HAS GAINED
MARCH HAD AROUND 500 ENOUGH MOMENTUM WHERE APPROXIMATELY
ATTENDEES N TWO MAJOR CITIES 10000 WOMEN PARTICIPATE N THE

DEMONSTRATIONS ACROSS MORE THAN 8
CITIES IN PAKISTAN EVERY YEAR

a3



MOM!Il LOOK WHAT T FOUND! AURAT MARCH
IS HAPPENING AND WE CAN &0 Too!!!

NOOR AND SHIZZA MADE POSTERS FOR THE
o * AURAT MARCH.

THE THREE OF THEM DRONE EXCITEOLY TO THE EVENT




UPON REACHING THE MARCH NOOR AND HER FAMILY WERE PLEASANTLY SURPRISER THE
ELECTRIC ATMOSPHERE, THE WOMEN CHANTING AZADI (FREEDOM), THE RUSH OF
ADRENALINE MADE THEM START CHANTING WITH THE PROTESTORS,

THE FUNERAL OF THE PATRIARCHY
THIS WAS ONE OF THE FIRST ART INSTALLATIONS THAT WAS CREATED TO ORINE IMPACT.
ORGANGED AT THE FIRST AURAT MARCH IN 2018, [T WAS A SYMBOLIC GESTURE TO
SHOWCASE THAT THE WOMEN WERE NOW IN CHARGE AND WOULD NOT TOLERATE THE
PATRIARCHY ANYMORE,

i



THE STAINS OF PATRIARCHY

THIS ART INSTALLATION DREW ATTENTION TO EVERYDAY ENC OUNTERS WOMEN HAD WITH THE PATRIARCHY.
WOMEN WERE ASKED TO WRITE THE AGE WHEN THEY EXPERIENCED VIOLENCE, HARASSMENT, SEXUAL
HARASSMENT, EMOTIONAL ABUSE OR DENIAL OF FREEDOM.

“THE RAPIST 16 Youl/!l*

THIS SONG WAS TRANSLATED FROM THE
ORIGINAL CHILEAN SONG BY THE SAME NAME
INTO URDU AND PERFORMED AT THE
KARACHI AURAT MARCH.

THE SONG AND PERFORMANCE WAS
PREPARED WELL BEFORE THE MARCH AND
ACTED OUT BY THE PARTICIPANTS,

'MERA JISM, MERI MARZ!"
(MY BODY MY CHOICE)

THIS PARTICULAR SIGN CAUSED A NATIONAL UPROAR WITHIN THE
COUNTRY. FROM TELEVISION ANCHORS AND MEN ON THE
STREETS, TO RELIGIOUS LEAVERS.

THE SIGN WAS SEEN AS VULGAR, LEWR AND PROVOCATINE,
ESPECIALLY BY CONSERVATIVE ELEMENTS IN THE SOCIETY.
THE LOCAL CONTEXT OF THIS SIGN, HOWEVER, WAS MORE IN
LINE WITH FORBIDDING CHILD MARRIAGES, FORCEFUL
MARRIAGES, AND THE RIGHT TO NOT BE RAPED

B2



WARM YOUR OWN FOOD!

DNA KHAN THIS WAS ANOTHER CONTROVERSIAL POSTER THAT CHALLENGED
APNA KHANA, ESTABLISHED GENDER-NORMS,
KHUD GARAM
KARO!UL BY ASKING MEN TO WARM THEIR OWN DINNER, WOMEN STARTED
Fhrsas 2403 CHALLENGING THE STATUS QU SHOWING MEN THAT INSTEAD OF

TAKING THE SUBVERSIVE ROLE IN THE HOUSE, THE DIVISION OF
: LABOUR SHOULD BE MORE EQUAL.
THIS MESSAGE BECAME A BONE OF CONTENTION FOR MANY

AND THE MAKERS OF T WERE ACCUSED OF DESTROYING
SOCIETY'S FABRIC.

IMPACT OF THE AURAT MARCH

ABANDONMENT OF

- POLITICAL CONSCIOUSNESS
VICTIVE QUESTION THE STATE
SEXUAL HARASSMENT .‘ .
LAN MODIFED TO PROHBITING VICTIM
INCLUDE MORE THAN BLAMING BY GOVERNMENT
TJUST WORKPLACE OFFICIALS
MOORAT MARCH (MAR CH
B¢ TRANS AND NON-BINARY DISCUSSION ABOUT
INDIVIDUALS) WAS OR GANISED WOMENS RIGHTS AND ROLES
T0 PROTEST AGANST THE THROUGHOUT THE
GOVERNMENT COUNTRY

PARTICIPATING IN THE AURAT
MARCH TAUGHT NOOR AND
HER FAMIY HOW CHALLENGING
THE STATUS QUO IS ALWAYS
WORTH [T/ WE HOPE THAT ONE
DAY WE CAN SEE A PAKISTAN
THAT BECOMES A MORE
EQUAL SOCIETY FOR WOMEN,
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The Last Stand



\\ TRE YEARTS 1994, THE BRITISH HAVE PUT A STATE OF EMERGENCY ON THEIR
\" JPCOLONY KENYA AFTER THE "MAU MAU" UPRTSING TRAT SOUGHT INDEPENDENCE
J  AND SELF-RULE BY AFRICANS. MUTRONT WA KIRIMA LEADS AN AMBUSH.
MUTHONT HAD A DLSTRESSING ENCOUNTER AT A SETTLER'S FARM TRAT WAS
MARKED BY PRYSICAL AND VERBAL VIOLENCE AGAINST KIKUYU MEN, AND
SEXUALVTOLENCE AGAINST KIKUYU WOMEN. THLS LED RER TO TAKE THE
OATH OF THE "MAU MAU" FREEDOM FIGHTERS. SHE ATE SOME EARTH AND
SWORE TO FIGHT FOR LAND.

IN THE FIGHT FOR INDEPENDENCE, WOMEN PROVIDED SUPPORT T0 FREEDOM FIGHTE! 1
i
HER DREADLOCKS UNTLL KENYA RECELVED “URURU” - FREEDOM. WD RHTOCT
SHE DID NOT CUT HER HALR UNTLL 2022.

MZUNGU AKWENDE
ULAYA MWAFRIKA
APATE URURU*

THISTS OURLAND TH
SPIRIT OF OUR ANCESTORS

TS OURSTRENGTH! ﬁ‘




ON FEBRUARY 28,1992, MOTHERS OF POLTTICAL PRESONERS, AGED BETWEEN 60 AND 80 YEARS,
PRESENTED A LLST OF 52 POLLTICAL PRISONERS TO KENYAS ATTORNEY GENERAL FORTHEIR
RELEASE, THEY THEN PROCEEDED T UHURU PARK TO PROTEST AND START A HUNGER STRIKE.
THE MOTHERS WERE SUPPORTED AND MOBLLISED BY ACTIVSTS AND FEMINISTS WANGART
MAATHAT AND NJERT KABEBERT. WANGART SUFFERED AT THE HANDS OF GOVERN MENT FOR
THIS REASON, AS SHE WAS SEEN AS MORE VOCAL

POLLTICAL PRISONERS ARE BEING DETAINED WITHOUT
TRIAL IN THE PROVINCTAL HEADQUATERS BUILDING,
THE INFAMOUS NYAYO HOUSE. THE PRESDENT HAS
CREATED TORTURE CHAMBERS T0 FIND 0UT ABOUT
THELR INVOLVEMENT IN THE CLAMOUR FOR
MULTL-PARTY DEMOCRACY. OPPONENTS OF THE
PRESIDENT AND HLS GOVERNMENT ASSEMBLED AT
UHURU PARKTO CALL FOR THE RELEASE OF POLLTICAL
PRISONERS WHO WERE BEING SUBJECTED TO VIOLENCE
AND TORTURE BY THE STATE.

OFFLCERHAVEYOU
RECEIVED
HIS CONFESSTONYET2

SIR HE HAS REFUSED TO
EAT AND SAYS HE IS INNOCENT!
HLS MOTHER AND OTHER WOMEN RAVE
STARTED A HUNGER STRIKE AT

UHURUPARK KENYA SHALL ONE DAY BE

A FREEOF MOT'S RULE! THE STRUGGLE
FOR DEMOCRACY CONTINUES!

UHURU PARK HAS BEEN A RALLYING POINT FOR REFORMS SINCE

B7
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WE ARE TRULY FREE
WHEN ALL OF US ARE FREE!
FREEDOM WILL COME!

_ THE GOVERNMENT BANNED BROADCAST OF THE

: PROTESTS, IT USED TTS STATE-SANCTIONED MEDIA

" : Eﬁ\g# THI N THE CENSORSHIP OF ANY MESSAGE OF POLTTICAL
MESS WITH THE DISSENT AND OPPOSTTION, MATNSTREAM MEDIA

GOVERNMENTL DID NOT COVER WHAT WAS HAPPENING

THESE ARE
OUR MOTHERS!
STOPTHE

ﬁ\l\"\l\" TF} W | . menca

UONER

WANGART* HAS BEEN HURT!
WENEED TO TAKEHERTO
THE ROSPTTAL

WANGART MAATHAT, A FIERCE CRITIC OF THE GOVERNMENT, WAS SINGLED OUT AND BEATEN INTO A COMA BY THE POLICE.
THE PRESIDENT HAD PREVIOUSLY CALLED HER A “MAD WOMAN" FOR HER EFFORTS T0 STOP THE CONSTRUCTION OF A GOVERNMENT
BUILDING WITHIN THE URURU PARK A KEEN ENVIRONMENTALLST, SHE HAD EMPOWERED RURAL WOMEN BY PROMOTING
AFFORESTATION AND EMBRACING ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION METHODS. SHE WAS ALSO A POLITICAL LEADER AND FOUGHT
AGAINST LAND-GRABBING OF FORESTS BY GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS, NOTABLY KARURA FOREST IN NATROBL. SHE WAS LATER
NOMINATED FOR THE NOBEL PEACE PRIZE FOR HER EFFORTS.

*INTIMIDATORY STATEMENT IN SWAHTLI (TRY TO CAUSE CHAOS AND SEE)



WHAT KIND OF GOVERNMENT LS THIS THAT BEATS UP WOMEN?
KILL US THENI WE SHALL NOT MOVE UNTIL OUR SONS ARE SET FREE!
WE SHALL DIE WITH OUR CHILDREN!

UNBELTEVEABLE!

THESE WOMEN ARE BRAVE! THEY RAVE
SHOWN THE POWER OF WOMEN IN THE FLGHT
FOR DEMOCRACY! LET ME SEE WHETHER THEY
WILL GET MORE SUPPORT FROM KENYANS AND

THE COURT. T SHALL PREPARE TO
DEFEND THEM AND WIN THE CASE!

y/ 4

MARTHAKARY

5, TOOK THEIR

PPED NAKED. THE KENYAN POLICE CO

[\l
CONSIDERED ACU
\NASP\)BLIC. FINALLY, W

RERCL A
FOR I| MONTHS, THEY FOUGHT THIS FIGHT.LEADING P

FIGHT T0 THE COURT.

LITICAL ACTIVIST

5, INCLUDI

ULD NOT BRUTALISE
RSE 10 BE PRESENT WHEN AN ELDER

UNTHEM.
EDIACOULD NO LONGER SH e

g4



THE CONSTITUTION DOES
NOT ALLOW ANY JUDGEMENT
AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT!

WHAT DOWE DO?

TES WE A

TOMOIGIVING THE KENAN

QEOPLE THE IDEATHAT THEYHAY
POLTTICAL RIGHTY

RELEASE ALL THE PRISONERS!
TTTS AGAINST THEIR HUMAN RIGHTS. MARTHA KARUA WAS THE ONLY LAWYER WILLING TO GO TO

COURT FORTHE CASE OF THE POLLTICAL PRISONERS
o A)NNSC&%T\%%'X@LETKN%OTL(? EVENTUALLY, ALL PRISONERS WERE RELEASED TN
SITHUTAGH: JANUARY 1993 AFTER A COURT RULING,
=

UINABLE TORTUE A - - ii
#

AFTER [ MONTHS OF DEFTANCE AND RESLSTANCE,
THE MOTHERS OF THE POLTTICAL PRESONERS SECURED
THE FREEDOM OF THETR SONS. THE VIOLENCE THAT
THE MOTHERS ENDURED SPARKED RTOTS AND PROTESTS,
AS WELL AS CONDEMNATION FROM THE UNLTED STATES
AND GERMANY, WHO DIRECTED CRITICLSM TO THE
MO GOVERNMENT. EVENTUALLY, MULTL-PARTY
DEMOCRACY ENDED MOTS 24-YEAR DICTATORSHIP.

OURSONS ARE FINALLY
FREE!
WECMGOHONEl

THE GALLANT HEROINES, INCLUDING THE WIVES AND SISTERS OF THE
POLLTICAL PRISONERS, SHOWED THE COUNTRY THE COLLECTIVE
POWER OF THE FEMINIST RESOLVE TO FIGHT INJUSTICE AGAINST.
THEIR DISROBING PROVED THAT THEY WERE PREPARED TO 60
AGAINST CULTURAL NORMS IN THEIR FIGHT FOR FREEDOM IN KENYA
THE GROUNDS WHERE THE WOMEN STAGED THE PROTESTS WERE
HENCEFORTH KNOWN AS THE “FREEDOM CORNER'

0



PRESENT DAY NATROBL PUBLIC TRANSPORT INCLUDES BUSES AND
VANS CALLED “"MATATUS: GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE IN MATATUS IS
RAMPANT AND INCIDENTS OF GROPPING, VERBAL ABUSE, PRYSICAL
AND SEXUAL VIOLENCE OCCUR FREQUENTLY.

f~ b= L
BEBA BEBA NIl
TAOMMO%%&

HOPE THE MATATU
WONT TAKE T00 LONG TO FILL
UPTODAY. TDONT WANTTO BE

LATE TO WORK AGATN| WATT,
LS TRAT WOMAN CRYING?

CONDUCTOR! UNWANTED ADVANCES, CATCALLS,  §
WHY DID YOU TOUCH ME? AND INDECENT PROPOSALS. SOCIETY

DONTY0U HAVE ANY SHAME? ' A/ L5 GENERALLY UNCONCERNED AND

NORMALISES THE SEXUAL HARASSMENT.

YOU ALWAYS DO THLS TO WOMEN THIS WAS RIGHLIGHTED IN TWO CASES WHERE
| ONE WOMAN WAS STRTPPED NAKED AND ANOTHER

WHEN THEY ENTER THE MATATUI 2 RAPED TN MATATUS. DESPITE PUBLIC UPROAR,

SEXUAL HARASSMENT STILL PERSISTS.

: : o P -
PRUT WHY ARE

; OUR PEOPLE LIKE ) (8088

rnrs;gg%na 7

ED m

9.~

S MSCHEEW! //;:" ¥
HESE YoUN GIRLS P g ;
) CANT DRESS WELL TS

THE ACTIONS OF THE CONDUCTOR AND THE JUDGEMENT OF TRE FELLOW COMMUTERS
REFLECT THE SOCIETAL INERTIA TO CREATE SAFE SPACES FOR WOMEN IN PUBLIC
TRANSPORT. WOMEN FEEL UNSAFE IN PUBLIC TRANSPORT AND HAVE TO INFORM
FRIENDS OR FAMILY OF THEIR ROUTES AND ITINERARTES TO ENSURE THEIR SAFE
ARRIVAL. THE PRESSURE TO TMPROVE THE EXPERTENCE FOR WOMEN HAS LED TO
INITIATIVES SUCH AS GENDERED TAXT HAILING SERVICES, WHICH HAVE WOMEN
DRIVERS. HOWEVER, THESE ARE EXPENSIVE. THE CASE OF PUBLIC TRANSPORT FOR
WOMEN REMATNS AN ISSUE TO BE ADDRESSED IN A COUNTRY WHERE MOST PEOPLE
RELY ON IT FOR MOBILITY.

*CONDUCTOR CALLING OUT FARES IN SWARILL

1



600D MORNING
NATROBI!
WELCOME TO THE
BREAKFAST NEWS FROM
NATROBL FM!
BREAKING NEWS!
B AYOUNG GIRL WAS FOUND DEAD
OUTSIDE THE CLTY CAMPUS.
THE POLICE ARE LINKING THE
MURDER AND THE RISE OF
FEMICIDE CASES IN
NATROBLTO...

2019 WAS MARKED BY AN TNCREASE IN FEMICIDE CASES
WLTH 190 REPORTED DEATHS. MEDIA ATTENTION TO
THESE CASES DID NOT RESULT IN SUBSTANTIVE ACTION
BY THE GOVERNMENT AND PUBLIC..

YOUNG WOMEN INSPIRED BY THE
GLOBAL FEMINIST #MET00
MOVEMENT REALISED THEIR
ROLE IN STANDING UP AGAINST
THE RISING CASES OF HUMAN
RIGHTS ABUSES.

THIS INJUSTICE AGAINST
WOMEN CANT GO ON!
TMUST DO SOMETHING
T0 STOP THIS!

A NEW GENERATION OF FEMINISTS MOBILISED ON SOCTAL
MEDIA — PLATFORMS THEIR MOTHERS NEVER HAD. THEY DOCUMENTED
AND SHARED THE ABUSES OF WOMEN'S RIGHTS, AND THROUGH
CAMPAIGNS LIKE #MYDRESSMYCHOICE, THEY FOUGHT
BACK SOCIETY.

12



LIKE TRETR MOTHERS THREE DECADES AGO, TRESE BOLD
== ll FEMINISTS ASSEMBLED AT FREEDOM CORNER FACING BRUTAL
~ ||| POLICE OPPOSTTION, THEY STOOD THEIR GROUND FEARLESS,
FIGHTING FOR TREMSELVES, THEIR SISTERS, AND DAUGHTERS.

MATTER!

OURLIVES MATTER! '\
WE ARE YOUR DAUGHTERS, |
SISTERS, MOTHERS!
PROTECTUS

WOMEN S0 LOUD? THEY
SHOULD JUST
KEEP QUIET

UNLIKE THETR MOTHERS, THEY COULD NOT STRIP, BECAUSE

THEY WOULD BE SEXUALISED, SHAMED, AND BEATEN BY POLICE.
BUT THEY WERE LOUD, ANGRY, AND RELENTLESS IN SAYING THE
NAMES OF WOMEN LOST TO VIOLENT MEN. THEY WERE CALLING

NOITTS THEIR RIGHT! )

FOR A #TOTALSHUTDOWNKE. THE USE OF THE HASHTAGS
AND THETR TRACTION ON SOCTAL MEDIA SHOWS HOW
MUCH THE NEW GENERATION OF YOUNG FEMINISTS UTILIZED

THE CURRENT WEAPONS OF RESISTANCE IN THE DIGLTAL AGE.

WE SHALL NOT REMAIN
QUIET WHEN YOU KEEP KILLING
USIYOU ARE OUR BROTHERS,
RUSBANDS, AND SONS, YET YOU
DO NOT SPEAK OUT AGAINST VIOLENCE
AGAINST WOMEN IN OUR SOCTETY!

THEIR CONTINUED PROTESTS CAUGHT THE ATTENTION
OF THE NATROBI WOMEN REPRESENTATIVE, ESTHER
PASSARLS, WRO JOINED THE DEMONSTRATIONS. THE
PROTESTERS CALLED FOR A RENEWED APPROACH TO
WOMEN'S RIGHTS AS HUMAN RIGHTS AND A STOP TO
FEMCIDES. THLS CAUSED THE GOVERNMENT TO
ESTABLISH A #+HEFORSHE CAMPAIGN, WHICH WAS
CONSIDERED AS A HALF-HEARTED EFFORT AT DIVERTING
THE PROTESTS OBJECTIVES.

73



AL CHANGE THE STATIONI
THESE WOMEN ARE ALWAYS

IN TODAYS
NEWS..THE
WOMEN'S
PROTESTS ARE
ONGOINGIN

YEAH, SHAKE
YOUR BUM BUM

TN FEBRUARY 2020, WOMEN ASSEMBLED AGATN ON_ [y

FREEDOM CORNER WITH ALTST OF 130 WOMEN [ I .- Hx’%’ﬁgﬁ%‘gg&s
AND A BABY WHO HAD BEEN KTLLED, THEY

DEMANDED GOVERNMENT RESPONSE. THE

_ PROTECTED.
PROTESTS LED TO THE FORMATION OF THE - i = . oar ¢
“FEMINISTS IN KENYA” MOVEMENT AND - = Ay
“USIKIMYE" (DO NOT BE QUIET)-A SEXUAL : " L
AND GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE RESCUE

INLTIATIVE THAT PROVIDES SAFE HOUSES
FOR SURVIVORS OF GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE.

STOP KILLING US! WILLTEVERBE

PROSECUTE ALL SAFETIN A MATATU?
THOSE WHO KILL y

WOMEN!

MUSIC IS THATI?
ITIS DEGRADING
TO WOMEN!

TOUR RESPONSTBLLITYAS
LEADERS TS T0 MAKE SURE THAT THE

DEATHS OF THESE 130 WOMEN
WERE NOT TN VATN!

THIRTY YEARS LATER, THE PARK REMATNED THE
PLACE WHERE KENYAN WOMEN GATHERED T0
MAKE THETR LAST STAND. THE INCLUSTON OF
[ POLITICAL VOLCES SERVED T0 SHOW THE
AS WOMEN REPRESENTATLVE, A\ '

STRIDES MADE IN FEMINISM,
TWILL NOT ST BACK AND WATCH —

_ THEM PROTESTING.

D IAMCOMING TOJOINI
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WE HAVE HEARD THE PLIGHT OF
WOMEN! WE SHALL MAKE PLANS
AS GOVERNMENT!

t‘.-.'-'iyi:ﬁ

i A pponanie

T
I10{5 0 0986 mHE LR

{1000 8900 10430

THEVIGIL HELD TO COMMEMORATE THE FEMICIDE VICTIMS WAS A
RETTERATION OF THE CALL FOR THE PROTECTION OF WOMEN AND
GIRLS FROM ALL FORMS OF SEXUAL AND GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE.

DESPLTE THE PROMULGATION OF ANEW
CONSTLTUTION THAT PROVIDES THAT THE
GOVERNMENT MUST ENSURE AFFIRTMATIVE
ACTION FOR WOMEN IN KENYA WOMEN
EMPOWERMENT IS STILL ALONG WAY WLTH
SOME OF THE PROVISIONS.

TV0RS UNDERSTAND

THE PROCESS OF ACCESSING JUSTICE MD
RECEIVE COUNSELLING EXIST. THIS RESULTS TN
TNCREASED SURVIVOR ENGAGEMENT WITH THE
CRININAL JUSTLCE PROCESS MND IN DETERRING
DERPETRATORS AND ENDING TNPUNTTY AND CYCLES
0F VEOLENCE.

SAFE SPACES WHERE SURV

THE PARKTS NOW FENCED UP.ITTS
J HIGHLY UNLIKELYIT WILL EVER BE THE
GROUNDS WHERE FEMINLSTS ASSEMBLE.
BUT OUR BODIES WERE ALWAYS THE
BATTLEGROUND AND THE CASUALTY, AND
WITH THAT, WE MAKE A LAST STAND.

Ta
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